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Required Element Description: According to Arizona State Statute
The Open Space Element provides a comprehensive inventory of open
space areas, recreational resources and designations of access points to open
space areas and resources. An analysis of forecasted needs, policies for managing and protecting open space areas and resources and implementation strategies to acquire additional open space areas and further establish recreational
resources. Policies and implementation strategies designed to promote a regional system of integrated open space and recreational resources and a consideration of any existing regional open space plans.

2001 Goals and Policies: summarized bullet points from Flagstaff Regional Plan
Goal OSPR1:
The region will have a balanced system of open lands, natural areas, wildlife corridors and habitat areas, trails, greenways, parks, and recreation facilities as
guided by the Greater Flagstaff Area Open Spaces and Greenways Plan, the City
of Flagstaff Urban Open Spaces Plan, the City’s Long Range Master Plan for
Parks, Recreation and Open Space, and County Area Plan Open Space Objectives.

Citizen Advisory Committee:
Ben Anderson
Paul Babbitt
Susan Bean
Carol Bousquet
Michael Chaveas
Steve Darden
Alex Frawley
Jean Griego
Shaula Hedwall
Richard Henn
Maury Herman
Ken Kaemmerle
Judy Louks
Devonna McLaughlin
Jerome Naleski
Eva Putzova
William Ring
Larry Stevens
David Walker
Nat White

Zoning Code Update
The design charrette provided a unique opportunity for the residents of the Form-based Code,
focus area as well as interested citizens of Flagstaff, to engage with the planning team to create a vision, plan and future Form-based Code for this area of Flagstaff.
Important decisions were made over the course of the charrette week, and many citizens, elected and appointed officials and City staff offered their ideas, opinions and suggestions. Throughout the week more than 430
people participated in the design charrette, and by all accounts it was really successful.
Contact Roger E. Eastman, AICP at 928-779-7631 Ext. 7606 for more information, or via e-mail at reastman@flagstaffaz.gov.

Contact Information
Bob Caravona, Comprehensive Planning Manager
City of Flagstaff
211 West Aspen
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
Ph: 928-779-7631, ext. 7239
Fax: 928-779-7684
E-mail: bcaravona@flagstaffaz.gov

www.flagstaff.az.gov/regionalplan
David Wessel, FMPO Director
Flagstaff Metropolitan Planning Organization
211 West Aspen
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
Ph: (928) 226-4847,
Fax: (928) 231-4825
E-mail: dwessel@flagstaffaz.gov

Bill Towler, Community Development Director
Coconino County
2500 N Fort Valley Road, Building 1
Flagstaff, Arizona 86001
Ph: 928-679-8850
Fax: 928-679-8851
E-mail: btowler@coconino.az.gov

Goal OSPR 1.1- Create appropriate institutional Framework for Open Space
Protection in the Plan Area
Policy OSPR1.2-Implement Urban and Rural Open Spaces Plan
Policy OSPR1.3– Provide Non-Motorized Transportation Corridors to Connect
Communities, Neighborhoods, Open Spaces and Recreational Areas
Policy OSPR 1.4-Preserve Priority Open Lands
Policy OSPR 1.5 -Protect “Neighborwoods”
Policy OSPR 1.6 -Provide Parks, Open Space, And Recreation Facilities
Throughout the Region

Vision 2020—snippets

Core Planning Team:
Jim Cronk—City Planning Director
Bob Caravona—City Comprehensive Planner
Kimberly Sharp—City Neighborhood Planner
Erika Mazza—City Housing Planner
Roger Eastman—City Zoning Code Admin.
Mark Sawyers—Current Planning Mgr.
David Wessel—FMPO Director
Bill Towler—County CD Director
Sue Pratt—County Assist. CD Director
John Aber—County Principal Planner
Tiffany Antol—County Senior Planner

“Open spaces and greenways in the greater Flagstaff enhance the quality of life for
every neighborhood. Residential areas are no more than a 15-to-20 minute walk
from a park, open space or natural wildlands area..”
Pg. 24
“Every neighborhood has access to a neighborhood park, parks and open spaces in
other parts of the community through the pedestrian and bike trail systems” Pg. 24

Steering Committee:

“ As new residential developments have been built in the greater Flagstaff area, developers have worked with the community to create new neighborhood parks that
are accessible and well-designed. New neighborhood parks are increasingly dePg. 25
signed to reflect local geography, topography and natural landscape.

Councilmember Karla Brewster
Councilmember Coral Evans
Supervisor Mandy Metzger
Supervisor Matt Ryan
Kevin Burke—City Manager
Steve Peru—County Manager

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Focus Group for Open Space, Parks & Recreation, Public Facilities:


Thursday, 11/19/09 from 4-7 p.m. FOCUS GROUP Aquaplex, Fourth Street
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Greater Flagstaff Area Open Spaces and Greenways Plan
The Greater Flagstaff Area Open Spaces and Greenways Plan was adopted in 1998 as an interagency effort to provide guidance in protecting and preserving existing open spaces in the Flagstaff region.
Participating agencies included the City of Flagstaff, Coconino County, Arizona State Land Department, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Coconino National Forest, and the National Park Service, as well as numerous citizens and local organizations interested in preserving the character of the community.
The Plan identified and described specific “Landscape Districts” in the region and identified specific
parcels of State Trust Land and National Forest land as either “high priority for retention” or “low priority for
retention” as open space. In other words, those parcels or sections of State Trust Land that are identified as
low priority for retention would potentially be available for disposal and future development, and those parcels of State Trust Land identified as high priority for retention could be reclassified for conservation and
made available for preservation as allowed within Arizona State Statutes. Likewise, the parcels of National
Forest land identified as low priority for retention would be available for land exchange and conveyance to
private ownership, and those National Forest sections identified as high priority for retention would remain
under public ownership as open space, as allowed by Federal Land policies.
All of the participating agencies were signatories of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and
agreed to use the Plan as the guiding document in their respective management decisions with respect to protection of lands in the study area.
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Coconino County residents approved a capital
projects initiative in 2002 to raise the County sales tax for
County park improvements and open space acquisition.
The tax raises $33 million over an estimated 10-year period at a cost to the average county household of $1.63/
month for the development and re-development of community parks and acquisition of open space.
The CPOS will raise $19 million for acquisition of
seven natural areas including wetlands and wildlife habitat
at Rogers Lake and Kachina Village; open space on Observatory Mesa and adjacent to Fort Tuthill County Park; and
old growth forests near Naval Observatory west of Dry
Lake, and Walnut Canyon; $14 million for park development and improvement projects including Pine Mountain
Amphitheater at Fort Tuthill, Sawmill Multicultural & Nature County Park, Timberline Trail in Doney Park, Raymond County Park at Kachina Village, and Louise Yellowman County Park .

" The Open Space category is in any parcel or area of land or water essentially unimproved and
set aside, dedicated, designated, or reserved for public or private use or enjoyment, or for the use and
enjoyment of owners and occupants of land adjoining or neighboring such open space. The term does
not preclude low-impact recreational uses, such as hiking, fishing, or picnicking. Open Spaces include
natural areas, greenways, trails, streetscapes, waterways, cemeteries, drainage ways, floodplains, corridors, preserves, wildlife refuges, wetlands, and riparian areas. Open Space areas are used for passive
recreation, and where specifically designated for other forms of recreation, such as bicycling, horseback
riding, and fishing; agriculture; shaping the development of the city and other communities by limiting
urban sprawl and containing growth; and spatial definition of urban areas. Open Space areas also may
be preserved or restored for their aesthetic value, scenic areas and vistas, ecological value, archaeological and history significance; and wildlife habitat and corridors. Open space lands are a complex mosaic
of natural systems with a wide variety of qualities, values, and purposes affecting all other elements of
the Regional Plan. The policies and supporting maps provide the framework and direction of future,
more issue-specific or site specific planning as land uses are developed and implemented in balance with
resource preservation."

Flagstaff Open Spaces—Questions to Ponder
Do you see Open Space as non-use (passive) or active space for the community?

The Open Spaces Commission consists of
nine voting members--seven Council-appointed members and a representative from both the Planning and
Zoning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission. The Commission serves as an advisory body
on the acquisition, management, use, restoration, enhancement, protection, and conservation of open space
land.
Flagstaff’s Open Space Commission meets
the fourth Monday of every month, 4 p.m. at the Aquaplex, 1702 N. Fourth St., Flagstaff. AZ. For more
information regarding the Open Space Commission,
please contact
Brian Grube, City of Flagstaff Recreation Superintendent (928) 213-2306 bgrube@flagstaffaz.gov

City of Flagstaff Open Space Bond

To see the entire Plan go to: http://www.flagstaff.az.gov/admin/DocumentView.aspx?DID=7959

Regional Plan 2001—Open Space Definition

City Open Space Commission

Coconino Parks and Open Space Program (CPOS)

In 2004, Flagstaff voters authorized spending up to $7.6 million for “Neighborhood Open Space and FUTS Land
Acquisition over a 10-year period. To date, $2.4 million has been allocated by the City. The Open Space Commission
identifies and recommends land acquisition to City Council, and submitted an “Open Space Acquisition” plan to City
Council in 2008. The first four parcels acquired: additional Thorpe Park land, Shultz Creek Road, N. Fort Valley Road,
Route 66 “Will Grade” and 20 acres around Hoffman Tank.
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**Note—Land Use and Circulation will occur again in Jan/Feb 2011

Sector Planning:

Sector planning is a growth and development tool in which the community defines where to
focus preservation and growth, and what type of growth is desired. This type of planning considers green space to conserve FIRST, and then develops criteria for development and redevelopment with remaining developable parcels.

What type of partnerships can the community foster with private land owners to secure open space?

Smart Growth uses the term “open space” to mean natural areas both in and surrounding localities that provide

What are good and bad examples of balancing Open Space and development?

important community space, habitat for plants and animals, recreational opportunities, farm and ranch land , places of
natural beauty and critical environmental areas . Open space preservation supports smart growth goals by bolstering local
economies, preserving critical environmental areas, improving our communities quality of life, and guiding new growth
into existing communities. The principle of compact growth is to increase density in one area enabling preservation
of other areas.

What type of Open Space preservation tools are available in Arizona?
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