
 

 
CITY COUNCIL REPORT 

 
DATE:  March 2, 2016 
 
TO:  Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Mark Landsiedel, Community Development Director 
                      Michael Scheu, Building Official 
 
CC: Josh Copley, Jerene Watson, Barbara Goodrich, Leadership Team 
 
SUBJECT: Policy on Unpermitted Construction permitting 
 

 

 
This is an informational report regarding a new policy by Building Safety dealing 
with the issue of unpermitted construction after the fact.  
 
DISCUSSION :    
 
Building Safety has been receiving approximately 2 calls per month from realtors, 
prospective home buyers and current owners on what the City requires for 
residential additions or remodels that were not permitted and inspected. In 
consulting with the City Attorney and discussing with the Assistant to the City 
Manager, it was decided that the City could not disregard a violation that is 
spelled out in the adopted Building Codes. 
 
Section R105.1 of the International Residential Code (IRC) and Section 105.1 of 
the International Building Code (IBC), states that “Any owner or authorized agent 
who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, demolish, or change the 
occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter, repair, 
remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, 
the installation of which is regulated by this code, or cause any such work to be 
done, shall first make application to the building official and obtain the required 
permit.” 
 
IRC Section R113 and IBC, Section 114, it states “It shall be unlawful for any 
person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, alter, extend, repair, move, 
remove, demolish or occupy any building, structure or equipment regulated by 
this code, or cause same to be done in conflict with or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this code.” 
 
The City has the responsibility to ensure that when construction is being done on 
or in building, the construction is done in accordance with minimum standards to 
ensure life safety for the occupants of the building(s). When the City becomes 
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aware of a violation of the building codes, the City is required to make sure the 
construction that was done is safe for the occupants.   
 
Attached is the policy for permitting unpermitted construction. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION / CONCLUSION 
 
This report is for information only. 
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