Transit
Existing Transit Service to NAU
Community Concern: There is a concern that too much High

Occupancy Housing (HOH) will be concentrated near Downtown. The
community has suggested that more HOH be located on the east side of town
as an opportunity to disperse students throughout the community with the
residents accessing NAU or Downtown via transit.



Background Information

Our current public transit system provides opportunities to access NAU from
most of the City. However, the distance to more peripheral areas of our City
creates a barrier for easy and convenient access without reliance on a personal
automobile. It takes approximately 30 minutes to travel between the area
around the mall or 4th Street to NAU via transit. These areas also have more
gaps in infrastructure, specifically in their pedestrian network, as compared
to the core of Flagstaff. These gaps lessen one’s comfort to initially accessing
transit, and therefore, deter potential riders.
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Most of the HOH location selection process is driven by where a developer
wants to build, based upon their past experience. The largest student HOH
developer in the nation only has 1 development more than 1 mile and 85% of
their developments are within 1/2 mile from their respective campus. Flagstaff
has only received one development proposal for HOH at any significant distance
from Downtown or NAU, and it was withdrawn at the City Council hearing.

Potential Future Transit Service
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Community Concern: Members of our community have

expressed a desire to attract High Occupancy Housing away from
downtown through transit improvements.
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Access to desired locations needs to be very convenient. Transit
frequencies greater than 10 - 15 minutes rarely attract new riders.
The inconsistency of a class schedule makes transit planning
for peak demand more difficult for students. Additionally,
many surrounding amenities have to come together for
High Occupancy Housing to work. When living in smaller
apartments/condos and without constant vehicular access, the
neighborhood ideally functions as an extension of one’s residence
and as such, the neighborhood needs to have numerous walkable
amenities. Some of these neighborhood amenities can be realized
by the housing development itself and others can evolve nearby over
time but isolated pockets of density won’t create the demand for a
full range of services available in places like downtown and it is not
certain that that should be a goal (see Strategic Density discussion
within the Traffic poster).
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Future City Service

Mountain Line is continually improving Flagstaff’s transit network.

Downtown

In the near future, higher frequency transit will serve more
areas outside of Downtown that may be good locations for HOH.
However, while the frequency increases will greatly help its
convenience, the actual travel times will not be much shorter.

NAU

Direct Service?

For a feasibility and cost perspective: a more direct-service route
similar to the diagram to the right but with 15 minute frequencies
that serves 600 people would cost nearly $300/month/person if
its costs were directly applied to its users.

Flagstaff Pulliam Airport

Direct Service?
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People will often pay more for housing to be near good transit
(owning and operating a car costs nearly $10,000/year).
This direct-service type of connection may work with greater
efficiencies of scale (and a good mix of amenities nearby).
Assuming people will pay up to a 20% premium, there would need
to be over 1,200 residents within that endpoint’s walkshed (1/4
mile) to directly pay for this system.
Map provided by NAIPTA

