Parking
ParkFlag - Pay Stations and Permits
Community Concern:

There is a concern that parking
Downtown is too limited and HOH projects will reduce available
parking.

Background Information:

The City of Flagstaff is working to implement comprehensive
parking management in a fair and flexible way throughout
Downtown and the Southside. The ParkFlag plan is a balancing
act between residents, visitors, employees, civic institutions,
businesses, and students. This plan needs to be able to adapt to
future changes in demand.
A key part of the City’s new parking strategy is to reduce the
public subsidy for its provision, for parking enforcement, and
to encourage and promote alternative modes of transportation
and improve infrastructure for them. The parking plan includes
investments in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, which
creates more choices for how we travel.
High Occupancy Housing in Flagstaff’s core is a challenge. On
the one hand, since NAU increased the price for parking passes,
driving to campus has fallen 15%, while bicycle, pedestrian, and
transit use have all increased at least 5%. This has numerous
benefits to public health and the environment. On the other
hand, students want to bring a car so that they can have access
to recreational opportunities and travel on weekends and
holidays.
Parking and the Cost of Housing
Parking, housing and downtown are inextricably tied.
The first phase of the City’s implementation strategy is to
install parking meters and price parking appropriately.
Donald Shoup, who wrote The High Cost of Free Parking,
said “It is unfair to have cities where parking is free for
cars and housing is expensive for people.” This is exactly
the situation that Flagstaff finds itself in. The cost of
constructing a surface parking spot can be up to $7,500
per space. Parking garage spaces can be 4 to 5 times more
expensive to construct. At an apartment complex, those
costs are absorbed into the rent, which passes the cost of the
car onto the resident, whether or not they choose to drive.
One of the ambitions of Flagstaff’s activity centers is to
create “live-work-play” places where driving and owning a
personal vehicle is a choice, not a requirement.

The ParkFlag program is intended to serve the entire
community by balancing the needs for the following:
• Customer parking - Pay stations will provide for
visitors in Downtown, and on S. Beaver St., S. San
Fransisco St., and Franklin Ave.
• Residential Parking Permits - Property owners will
be able to determine street by street what parking
management system they would like. Permits will be
given based on water meters.
• Employee Parking Permits - Pay stations will allow
for employees to be exempted from time limits along
some streets. They will be available to businesses
based on an annual lottery.
As ParkFlag is implemented, technology will help all of
these stakeholders find spaces and budget for parking
more efficiently.

Parking for New Construction
Community Comments: There is a concern that new residential construction is not
providing enough on-site parking for the populations they are serving.

Background Information:

The HOH projects that have been proposed have had a wide range of models for addressing
on-site parking. Some have wanted one parking space per bedroom and others have wanted
ratios lower than 50%. In 2016, Flagstaff’s Transportation Program studied how existing
apartment buildings are utilizing their parking and generating vehicle trips. All of the
apartment complexes studied are outside of downtown and do not actively limit the number
of cars that residents bring to their properties. Traffic engineers found that, on average,
the ratio of occupied parking spaces overnight (assumed to be residents and guests) to total
parking was 75%.
On NAU’s campus, where parking demand is managed through a permitting system, 65% of
the on-campus residents have residential parking passes and 20% of freshman bring a car to
Flagstaff, when they live on-campus.
The City made adjustments to the Zoning Code in March 2016 to increase parking
requirements for units with more than 3 bedrooms in conventional zones. The transect
zones have lower parking requirements consistent with the lower level of on-site parking in
traditional urban neighborhoods as an incentive for their use over traditional zoning.

Apartment Buildings
Considered in 2016
Trip Generation Study

