Project Title: Killip Elementary School-Wide
Composting Project
Action Team Name: Killip Cougar 5th Grade Sustainability
Super Heroes
Team Member Names: Serenity, Daniel, Janessa, Nashoba,
Bryan, and Esperanza
Climate Action Mentors: Mr. A. and Ms. Marla

“Working To Make The World A Better Place To Live For
Everyone”!

The purpose of our project is
recycling fruits and veggies by using
them as compost for the plants in
our school’s garden. This reduces
the amount of food going into a
landfill, which reduces greenhouse
gas emissions and water pollution.
Given that food waste tossed in a landfill causes great harm to the environment. We decided to take
that waste and compost it to absorb carbon dioxide, prevent soil erosion, & provide nutrients for our
community garden’s plants.

Composting Education
• We chose this project to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from our landfill; to eliminate
chemical fertilizers that runoff and cause
water pollution; and to help build a
sustainable community garden with compost
• First, we needed to educate everyone at our
school about our project. We made posters
about what can be composted and put them
in the cafeteria.
• We made an exciting educational video
about composting that all teachers showed
to their students:

Implementing The School-Wide Composting
• Supplies: a clearly labeled compost bin, plastic liners, gloves,
and 5 gallon buckets with lids (to store any excess)
• We had the director of Southwest Foodservice Excellence
(FUSD’s Food Service) meet us, and then give his approval to
our project
• We listened to the Principal, Mr. Joe Gutierrez, and received his
approval for our project
• We set up in the cafeteria. Sorted fruits and veggies into the
compost bin. Carried the food to a scale & weighed it. Then we
put it in the compost pile.
• Later, students chopped up and turned the compost in our
garden

Possible Project Obstacle
• Question- What do we do if we have too
much compost?

Answer- Form a strong, positive
partnership with Forestdale Farms, who
will gladly pick up our excess compost!
• Note- On Tuesday, 4/17/18, our group had an educational field trip to Forestdale
Farms (less than 3 miles from Killip E.S.!). Forestdale Farms uses a lot of compost
for its eco-friendly, sustainable farm!

Forestdale Farms Field Trip (Greenhouses,
Spinach, Drip Irrigation, Minnows, & Compost!

Show Me The Data!
• To the right you will see a
spreadsheet with the number of
pounds of fruits and vegetables
composted.
• Most of the waste was apples,
oranges, salad mix, carrots,
blueberries, and other types of fruits
and vegetables.
• It’s a good feeling knowing that this
food will become compost and help
create a beautiful garden for everyone
at Killip Elementary School.

The Future of
Our School-Wide
Composting
Project
❖ Continue Composting At Killip
during the next school year

❖ Encourage residents of
Sunnyside to compost @
home
❖ Plant native drought tolerant
plants in our garden

❖ Continue to improve all areas
of Killip’s Community Garden
❖ Continue having volunteer
days @ Killp like Cesar
Chavez Day

SUMMARY
✓ Problems: 1) Students put too much food waste into the landfill
causing greenhouse gas emissions. 2) Garden plants need nutritious
compost to grow. 3) Chemical fertilizers cause water pollution & don’t
prevent erosion
✓ Since February, 2018, we studied the problems and then implemented
a school-wide composting project @ Killip Elementary School to solve
them
✓ Students are learning the benefits of reducing, reusing, and recycling
(composting) as they get breakfast and lunch every school day

✓ We plan to continue our project into the future, so everyone will
continue to benefit with a healthy sustainable community garden

This concludes our presentation. Do you have any
questions?

