FLAGSTAFF

SERVICES

KEEP FLAGSTAFF'S
WATER CLEAN:

(D ONLY

RAIN DOWN THE DRAIN!
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Flagstaff Water Services Administration Offices
2323 N. Walgreens St., Suite 1
Flagstaff, Arizona 86004

www.flagstaff.az.gov/1275/Water-Services

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

Pollutants (particulates, heavy metals, chemicals) and debris are washed
down the streets during rain events and can often clog storm drains.
These contaminants remain in the runoff water as it travels through the
storm sewer system and eventually discharges into the Rio de Flag.

.

. Water that goesdown a sink or toilet Flows through a samtary sewers

- andistreated at a waterreclamation plant before release.

*Tip: NEVER allow pollutants or "disposable" wipes down your household dra

« Storm sewer water is NOT treated and is directly released into the envi

Please dispose of trash and hazardous materials responsibly‘
to avoid contaminating our waterways.

PROTECT THE RIO DE FLAG

Originating from several sprlngs the Rio de Flag is the primary drainage of the San
Francisco Peaks. SFprlng low is only part of the story, with the majority of stream

flow near Flagstaff coming from rain and snowmelt.

Stormwater containing
chemicals and other
pollutants from the
streets is poisonous to
various fish and
invertebrate species,
and can cause damage
to riparian habitats.
Polluted stormwater
runoff can also degrade
recreation areas and
seep underground,
contaminating ground-
water supplies.

Did you know that the
vast majority of water in
Frances Short Pond is
actually stormwater?

CONTAMINANTS MOVE THROUGH THE
LITTLE COLORADO RIVER (LCR) WATERSHED

Even the purest rain and snow runoff picks
up contaminants and moves them along
our local drainages connecting to the
Little Colorado River (LCR) Watershed.
Although these drainages ultlmate?l oin
the Colorado River, most of Flagsta

water evaporates or seeps into
underground aquifers before it even
reaches the LCR.

1 MEXICO

Map of the Little Colorado River
Watershed from Wikipedia
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WHAT CAN YOU D0O?
LAWN CARE :

Use organic fertilizers and pesticides sparingly, and test
soil nutrient levels to determine appropriate application
amounts.

Plant native, drought-tolerant plants and grasses, avoid
excessive watering, and utilize rainwater harvesting
techniques to limit runoff and reduce water use. For ideas,
see plant lists here: www.flagstaffaz.gov/3939/Plant-Lists-
by-Neighborhood

Compost and cover lawn debris, or be sure to collect in
trash cans to avoid clogging storm drains.

HOME CARE :

I « Be sure your trashcan is not
2 overflowing and releasing litter into
4 E the gutter systems.
d « Pick up and properly dispose of pet
- ' waste to avoid spreading harmful
30 bacteria.

« Discard household chemicals,
paints, detergents, batteries, etc. at
appropriate locations (see next

S o T 5% .
Photo Credit; WBALTV.11 - Batgmore
page).

AUTO CARE :

Repair auto leaks promptlﬁ to avoid
contaminating streets with toxic fluids
like antifreeze and motor oil.

Wash your car at a carwash that filters
and recycles used water rather than in
your driveway or on your street.

Properli/ recycle used motor oil and
never place used motor oil in the trash,
on the ground or down storm drains.

 Credit: Fairfax
County, VA Public Works

FLAGSTAFF HAZARDOUS PRODUCTS CENTER

Properly dispose of household and automotive hazardous waste at:
6770 E. LandFill Rd
Flagstaff, AZ 86004

For operating hours and questions call: (928) 213-2159 or visit:
www.flagstaff.az.gov/255/Hazardous-Products-Center-HPC

Accepted waste chart: flagstaff.az.gov/1058/Accepted-Waste

MONSOON FLOODING PREPAREDNESS

Monsoon season in Flagstaff is generally between July and September. For information
and tools to help you be prepared and safe during floods, visit:

www.flagstaff.az.gov/3992/MonsoonFlooding-Preparedness

FLOOD SAFETY TIPS:

« Respect all traffic barricades. Do not attempt to drive or walk across flooded areas. A car

can float in as little as one foot of water, and a current of just six inches can sweep you
off your feet.

« A permanent sandbag location is on Aztec Street, near Frances Short Pond. Other
temporary sandbag locations are available as needed. Place sandbags 1 - 2 feet away
from the perimeter of your home or business.

« Purchase flood insurance to protect your home. To find more information,
visit: www.floodsmart.gov or contact your insurance agent.

« Talk to us about ways to modify your building to minimize flood damage. In shallow
flood-areas, building small floodwalls and floodproofing your walls or utilities can be
relatively inexpensive.

« For street or right-of-way flooding concerns, please call Public Works at:
(928) 213-2100.

« If you are ex[)eriencing a flood emergency in your home, call 9-1-1. If you have flooding
concerns, call (928) 213-2400.

OTHER RESOURCES:

« Follow rainfall and streamflow in the
CI%I in real time through a senes of
io telemetered gauges a
www.flagstaff.az. gov/3732/Ra|nfall Data

« Sign up for emergency notifications at:
coconino.az.gov/ready

Photo Credit: Friends of the Rio de Flag

« View forecasts, watches and warnings issued by the National Weather Service for
northern Arizona at: www.wrh.noaa.gov/fgz/

» NAU is conducting a citizen science project called FloodAware. For information about
flood patterns in Flagstaff or to participate, visit: www.crowdhydrology.com

WE ARE WATER AWARE!

Be a part of our Water Awareness Campaign!
You can play an active role in preventing water

contamination in our mountain town.
L

« Participate in the Rainwater Container Program
which provides rebates for installing rainwater
harvesting systems and helps reduce stormwater runoff
from impermeable surfaces. Visit:
www.flagstaff.az.gov/3918/Rainwater-Container-Program

HOW YOU CAN HELP - AT HOME:

« Conserve every drop.

Low Water Landscape Rebate Program - convert lawns to
drought-tolerant, native plant landscapes to save

water and improve infiltration. Visit:
flagstaff.az.gov/lowwaterlandscape

Residents can do their part by keeplng privately-owned
easements and City-owned right-o -waP/ channels
accessible and clear of debris, especially during flood
season.

Report fallen trees, blockages, and debris flowing down
the streets to: (928) 213-2400.

‘ IN THE COMMUNITY:

« Participate in stream cleanup events to
keep waterways healthy.

« Volunteer to help fill sandbags; the
sandbag filling stations are always in
need of extra hands!

Be aware of Low Impact Development
requirements with any new
construction projects, to better filter
stormwater and increase
groundwater recharge.

Learn more at:
www.flagstaff.az.gov/3704/LID

Do you know about the Neighborhood
Sustainability Grants? Your water
conservation efforts may be eligible.
To learn more, visit:
www.flagstaff.az.gov/3200/
Neighborhood-Sustainability-Grants
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TOGETHER, WE CAN SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY MANAGE OUR
WATER SUPPLY FOR YEARS TO COME!

Keep your eye out for more informational materials from our
Water Awareness Campaign!
Visit https://www.flagstaff.az.gov/4138/Water-Awareness

We are Waten

Administration Offices
2323 N. Walgreens St., Suite 1
Flagstaff, Arizona 86004



